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down, and a terror lest he should be taken in by this German trick,
and that the whole thing might set our pacifists going. No one
seemed to be in the least excited about it. When one heard anything
said, it was on the above lines. Most of the public were inclined to
ignore it altogether.
Oct. 17. A letter from my son, now commanding his Brigade R.F.A.,
praising Foch's leadership, and saying that a big show about which
he was not to speak, was soon to come off, and that our soldiers
could do four times as much this year as last, owing to Foch's methods.
All units were kept fresh and made to understand that they were
under safe and brilliant leadership, but that the extent of their success
depended upon their own efforts.
Oct. 18. I lunched with Edwyn Bevan and a Polish Jew sent from
the Foreign Office. This man seemed convinced that unless we
negotiated quickly with the existing German Government we should
have nothing left to negotiate with. The process of Bolshevik disin-
tegration has already begun, and he believes that the Central Empires
will remain as a political morass for generations. A man named
Holden, fresh from Russia, came to see me about the Bolsheviks. He
described Bolshevism as a catching disease, very like cancer, which
spread rapidly and almost imperceptibly, eating away the fabric of
society until there was no social cohesion left. He saw no reason why
there should ever be a reaction from Bolshevism in Russia, at any
rate in this generation.
Oct 21. I lunched with Sir Samuel Hoare, who is colonel in charge
of intelligence in Rome. He knows a great deal about the political
situation and feels sure that Italy is on the eve of a serious social up-
heaval owing to profiteering and the scandalous rise in the cost of
living. The socialists are the only people with any "go." For in-
stance, in northern Italy they have undertaken the food control
because the Government was doing it so badly. If the socialists revolt
there will be nobody to stop them, since the carabinieri as well as the
local police are untrustworthy. In any case he thinks that Italy must
be a republic after the war.
Hoare was in Petrograd right up to the revolution, and he professes